
 

 

 

 

 

Piano Suite No. 1 

“The Sounds of the Unbecoming” 

Ryan J. Ragsdale (b. 2000) 

  



Instrumentation 

Solo piano 

 

Approximate Performance Time 

7 minutes 

 

 

Program Note 

This multi-movement work for solo piano documents the composer’s life and self-

discovery as a queer-identifying person. The music seeks to evoke the emotions of 

the composer’s personal process in confronting his identity and coming out, 

particularly the pain of not being accepted by loved ones and the difficulty of 

unbecoming himself and recognizing his true identity. To many of his loved ones, 

this identity is sadly unbecoming. 
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Score

Legato & rubato, accel. and rit. through each measure

simile

Slower and more in time

8th notes ad lib.

Una corda 
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Triplets gentle, not quite in time



&
?

bbbb

bbbb
nnnnb

nnnnb
Pno.

64 ˙̇ ˙n œn œ
Œ œn œ œn œœœn œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ3

3 3

œœ œ

rit. ˙̇ ˙n œ œ
˙̇̇ ˙‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ

f
q = 62 Ó Œ ‰ ‰ œ œ

3˙̇n ˙̇
˙̇̇
‰ œ œ œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

&
?

b

b
Pno.

67 ˙̇̇ ˙̇œn œŸ œ œ

˙̇
‰

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
wwwnb >

‰ ‰ œ œ
3

œœnn >
œœb œœ œœ œœn œœ œœ œœb œœ œœ œœn > œb œ. œœ> œ œ. œ œ œ3

3 3 3

p

&
?

b

b
Pno.

69

˙̇ œ œ œ˙
˙̇
>

˙˙˙
>

‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

3 6
3 6

accel.

f
q = 70 œ> œ> œ> œ

>
œ
>˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 6 3 6

˙̇ ˙̇̇
w>wwŒ ‰ jœ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œwww

&
?

b

b
Pno.

72 Ó œœ
> œœ

>
w
www>Œ œ

â
œ
^

˙

q = 84
˙̇> œœ

> œœ
>

w
Œ œœ œœ œœb > œœn œœ œœb >

ƒ
˙̇> œœ

> œœ
>

w
œœ>

œœ œœ œœb > œœn œœ œœb >

&
?

b

b
Pno.

75 wwŵ ?
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Fading away, falling out of time


