Piano Suite No. 1

“The Sounds of the Unbecoming”
Ryan J. Ragsdale (b. 2000)



Instrumentation

Solo piano

Approximate Performance Time

7 minutes

Program Note
This multi-movement work for solo piano documents the composer’s life and self-
discovery as a queer-identifying person. The music seeks to evoke the emotions of
the composer’s personal process in confronting his identity and coming out,
particularly the pain of not being accepted by loved ones and the difficulty of
unbecoming himself and recognizing his true identity. To many of his loved ones,

this identity is sadly unbecoming.
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